
ADVICE FROM SCRIPTURE AND THE PEN OF INSPIRATION REGARDING OUR  
RELATIONSHIP OF CONTROL TOWARDS OTHER MINISTRIES 

 
"He (Satan) works to restrict religious liberty and to bring into the religious world a species of slavery. 
Organizations, institutions,unless kept by the power of God,will work under Satan's dictation to bring men 
under the control of men;" 7 T 180:4 
 
"Depending upon men has been the great weakness of the church." Kress Collection 57 
 
"You have no right to manage, unless you manage in God's order." 1901 General Conference Bulletin 24"It 
may be argued that the Lord gives special wisdom to those to whom He has entrusted grave 
responsibilities. The Lord does give special wisdom to him who has sacred trusts. If the human agent, 
moment by moment, makes God his only helper, and walks humbly with Him,...He may, for it is his 
privilege, refuse to be brains and conscience for his brethren. He may tell them with softened heart that he 
goes to God for supplies of wisdom and grace, and that the Lord will give liberally to all who ask Him for 
wisdom. He will discern and lay bare the peril there is in looking to human agents instead of to God, and 
will encourage them (other workers) to do as Jesus has instructed His children to do,--go to God for 
knowledge, wisdom, power, and grace...." RH 9-14-1894 
 
"And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he followeth not 
us: and we forbad him, because he followeth not us. But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man 
which shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of me. For he that is not against us is on 
our part." Mark 9:38-40 
 
"Sometimes a man who has been placed in responsibility as a leader gains the idea that he is in a position 
of supreme authority, and that all his brethren, before making advance moves, must first come to him for 
permission to do that which they feel should be done. Such a man is in a dangerous position. He has lost 
sight of the work of a true leader among God's people." TM 491 
 
"None are to be hindered from bearing the message of present truth to the world. Let the workers receive 
their directions from God. When the Holy Spirit impresses a believer to do a certain work for God, leave 
the matter to him and the Lord."  SpM 435 
 
"Some of our leading men are inclined to indulge the spirit manifested by the apostle John when he said: 
"Master, we saw one casting out devils in Thy name; and we forbade him, because he followeth not with 
us." Organization and discipline are essential, but there is now very great danger of a departure from the 
simplicity of the gospel of Christ. What we need is less dependence upon mere form and ceremony, and 
far more of the power of true godliness. If their life and character are exemplary, let all work who will, in 
any capacity. Although they may not conform exactly to your methods, not a word should be spoken to 
condemn or discourage them. When the Pharisees desired Jesus to silence the children who sang His 
praise, the Saviour said: "If these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out." 
Prophecy must be fulfilled. So in these days, the work must be done. There are many departments of 
labor; let everyone act a part as best he can. The man with one talent is not to bury that in the earth. God 
has given to every man his work according to his ability. Those to whom larger trusts and capabilities have 
been committed should not endeavor to silence others who are less able or experienced. Men with one 
talent may reach a class that those with two or five talents cannot approach. Great and small alike are 
chosen vessels to bear the water of life to thirsting souls. Let not those who preach the word lay their 
hands upon the humblest worker and say: "You must labor in this channel or not work at all." Hands off, 
brethren. Let everyone work in his own sphere, with his own armor on, doing whatever he can do in his 
humble way. Strengthen his hands in the work. This is no time for pharisaism to control. Let God work 
through whom He will. The message must go. " {5T 461.2}    
 


